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DRIFTING VS: ROWING,

AS APPLIED TO CIVILIZATION, ART, COURAGE

'Success, Eloquonco, Great Men, Progress.

RECIPROCITY

THE BASIC ELEMENT IN LIFE,
' Y" ' . '
"

THESES BY LINCOLN SCHOOL GRADUATES.

Drifting vs- - Rowing.
Sometime agd, standing on tlio bank

ol a hwotlcn stream, I beheld much lim-

ber aud rubbish drifting and meander-

ing with the rapid current.
I snW how die cddlea tossed and whirl-

ed Iho debris, how at time it wa lodg.

cd ngalut n hank, cr caught by some

j.rotrudliiR obatncle. ouly again to make

its ejcitpo and to bo borne down Bwiltly

by li e ever sweeping, resiles current.
I obforvod that all the drtftlug was In

onodiroetion.and that downward toward

tbo mouth of the stream.
I noticed Unit tho downward drltt was

without effort, and that the debris was

powerless to pursuo any othor course;

having no objoctive point In view, no

prescribed destiny, it proceeded along

tho line of least resistance which Invar
inblyis downward,

How different this scene to that of tho

fUltcr whom 1 saw on tho same occasion,

who went hither and thltfier always

bending to his oars.nnd making thu tur-

bulent wnteri his medium of transports-,- p

rmrinif with, or ncainst the

currout, transversa or diagonal to it, in

whatever direction ha was rowing, going

somewhere, achieving, making (.it need
be) a desperate effort to accomplish cer-

tain results, to attain n desired end, to

reach the gonl by followlug an outlined
' 'rourjso.

In this picture I beheld tho stream ol

'' life." ladencd with its human cargo

Mime drifting, some rowing; theone aim-

less, tbo othor determined.
It is onsy for any ono to drift down-

ward with the currout, but if you ever
hope to bo some-bod- in the world aud

achieve success you must row, pull bard,

and steady against the currents of oppo-

sition and indolence.
"Drifting" m'yboapplicd tothut class

tjf people who idle away their procioui

time aud never attempt to tako advant-

age of the " golden" opportunities which

are prosonted to ihcm, but aro lazy and
careless, hot trying to scenro an educa-

tion or succeed in accomplishing somo

thing worthy and noblo in life, but are
simply drifting downward with tho cur-re-

of ,'Idleness."
On tho other hand "Howlng" may be

applied to the Industrious class of pcoplo,
whohavo achieved greatness and succoss
nnd have risen to be guiding lights in tbo

marchof "Civlliiallon" and ''Industry,"
by struggling and rowing against the
current, iu ordor to attain the heights
which thoy sought.

Rowing may also be applied to tho no
anceraeut (or inarch) of "Civilization,"

to Art, Eloquence, Qrent Men, Courage
nnd Succesi,

Commenting briefly on the subjects
just mcntionod, 1 shall first discuss ''Civ-

ilization," which has mado great and
rapid progress.

A certain degree of progress from the

rudest stato in which man is found is
called "Civilisation," It is a vague, com-

plex names of many degrees.
No ono has Attempted a through def-

inition. It Implies the ovolution of n high-

ly organized man, brought to supremo
delicacy of sontimcut, ns in practical
power, religion, liberty, sonse of honor,
and taste.

in tho hesitation to define what it is,
wo usally suggest It by negations.

A nation that has no clothing, no iron,
no ulphabot, no marriage, no arts of

peace, or no abstract thought, wo call
barbarous;" hut after many arts are

invented, or imported, as among the
Turks and Moorish nations, it is often a
liulccomplaisant tocall thom"Civllizcd,'
"Civilization" is the result of a highly
complex organization, aud depends chief
ly upon "morality," Tho higher the
"morals" of a coople (or a nation) tho
more rapid will bo the progress of

is "Ari" Tho conscious utterance of
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thought by speech or action, to nny end,

Is "Art." Wo find that tho, question,
"What is Art,?" leads us directly to an- -

other "Who is the Artist,!'' aud the
solution of this Is tho key to (be history
of "An." "Art" dlvldos itself into two
great classes, tho "Useful" nnd ''Fine"
Arts. Tbo useful arts comprehend not
only those that He next to instinct, sucli
ns, ugricutture, weaviug. building etc.,
but also nnvlgallon, practical chemistry,
and the construction of all tho grand
and dulicnto tools and instruments by
which man serves him-self- ; asliiDguage,
the Wf too, the ship, tho decimal cipher,
and also tbo sciences so fnr us they are
made serviceable to political economy.
Music, eloquence, paetry, painting,
sculpture and architecture Is a rough
enumeration of the "Fiue'Arts." I omit
rhetoric which only respects the form of
eloquonco nnd poetry. Architecture and
oloqucucunre miked arts, whose end is

andsometimesutlllly.
In tbo history of a nation (or naiions)
you will llnd that ail tho great men up.
ou which that nation depends and build- -

ed had to row aud struggle against the
current in order to attain the greatness
which they achieved, In other words
"rowing" means perseverance, stick-to- -

v euess,neryeandback-boue- . It moans
that when you start to do n thing, uo
matter how difficult it may bo, Stick to
it uuiil you ncoomplish your purpose
which yon have in view.

Noah Webster is a lino oxamplu of
for ho undertook to

present to the peoplo of tho world, a
dictionary containing every word in tho
''Kugilsu Lnuguage," which lie succeed
ed iu doing. But he did not accomplish
his link In n yoar, nor in live yearsj, but
ho stuck to it both day and night for
twenty yoars and he was finally crowned
with succoss, and tho result of bis twen
ty years toiling aud laboring so diligeut
ly was the renowned "Webster's Un.
abridged Dictionary,"

Wc shall aim hlch oven though we ncv
or reachour aim, and strive to hit the
mark. If wo try for just a short whiel and
Vie shnll never accomplish anything; but
if wo fail at first nnd try again we may
quit, nt last nchiove success The man who
drifts with the current of "idleness" nnd
snys'i can't" has already failed iuglor
ioutly; but tho man that hat nervo e- -

uough to say, "lean" and "I will," is
tho man that achieves something and
will coutiuuo to prosper.

In tho garden of "Eden,' Adam and
Evo woro blessed with happiness, and
had everything that heart could wish,
and all the beast of the forest, crcUures
of the mo, and tho fowls of the nir, were
at their command and honored them as
long ns thoy kept aud obey the command'
ments of "God," but just as soon as
they departed from iho laws of "God,1
"Man"' was driven from tho garden of
eternal happiness and Joy, All this was
becauso he grow weary In woU doing,
could not stand temptation, and would
not persovoro in doing tbo right. Thug
It is with man if he undcr-tnke-

to do a thing and sticks to It, he will fin
ally reach hU aim and bo crowned witii
success,

When Gen. Grant was cncanipod at
Bpottsylvaum, ho sent tho following tolo
pram to IIeadluartors,"I propose to fight
it out on this line, if it takes all summer,
It took nil summer, all fall, and all win,

ter, but ho stuck to it until be became
victorious. Dy severe application and
concentration, by fearless persistless and
inticpid rowing, Morse worked out the
electrlo tologrnph, Hell, tho telcphono,
Watt, the steam-engi- Whitney, tho
cotton glu, Fulton, Iho steam-boa- t and
Howe, the sewing-tnnchm-
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Pettis Co., Teachers. Institute Closed June nth. Prof. Shelton F. French, Con,

and Paul Lawrence Ounbar, nro repre-- l
6entntlve Negroes who rowed from obs-

curity nnd povArly to wealth nnd fame.
Theif names will ever be honored and
tevered. To every black boy lliey stand
out In bold rolietasbcncon light, show-

ing how and where wo may safely' 'row."
What man lias done, man cm do. Wo

too nro "rowing,1 and are proud of our
ability and desire to continue "rowing."

Wo havo "rawed" to and through
"LiilfJlu School,''With the same pluck
and energy We) shall row through life,
blessine man. kind n we cro. and shnll
succeed in acebmpViiing every noble
deed wo undertake to do.

Trullle W. Lenox- -

Reciprocity tho Basic
in Life.

Hcciprocity Is a mutual action and re
action, a rocipro:al advantage, obliga
tion or reciprocation, a mutual giving
ahd returning

Element

If we wish to havo It in a more simple
Innguago,k't us rcfor to a very old nnd
trito statement that camo from lite lips
of a humble carpenter of Nazareth, who
said, "Do unto othorsas you would have
them do to you." This Is a similar statu,
ment to lhat mado by Confucius, who
said, "Do not do to others that you would
not have them do to you." There is no
reciprocity in this if reciprocity is ex
change of giving and taking or doing by
each of two to thu other. While wo have
read of reciprocity as rulated to one eoun
try by another it has tbo samo meaning
in relation of Individual lives, and manl
fosted when ono boy or girl, who has nn
article of value which mother has not,
lends or gives, and he in appreciation of
this gift (by act or article) returns some-

thing iho other one lmodn. Parents give
clothing, food, shelter, time nnd oppor
tunity to tho child, by1 which to be edu-

cated; tho child reciprocates by giving
back lovo, a woll trained bnr,d nud brnin
and a beautiful character. Tho states sup-

ply schooli), tho youths reciprocate by
returning to tho stale a loyol cittesnsbip
This is Iho basic element of or the foun-

dation upon which all life, true nud noblo
is bulldcd. Not to reciprocal for tho
good we receive Is base ingratitude. It is
an attempt to attain and obtain without
remunerating for it, llko one getting meat
groceries, or fuel without the return of
money. If wo would remember tbls it
would placo us iu a position to try to do
something in return for every smihj, kind
word, gentle deed, that ever enmeto bless
our way. it Is forgetting that a smile is
to go back for a smilo, a 'thank you' at
least for every gift In life, n doing some
thing for all that wo have received that
leaves so ninny sad hearts at tho firclido
which never seem to glow, and.s?
idlo and nipoverlsjt'Wi; Harris
romcmber th'
unaM'

lifanni Wrindit lia nerpntntl
These universal benefits were not ne- -

fls house.keencr ,or n
compiuiied uy 'Miitung" but by,.'' . - 7
.druggie and sacriflco of iudefajVUillips. She is an estimable lady
"rowing." Tousant Ioveriur and will be mi excellent mother to
erick Douglass, L'coker T. Wry Mr. Phillips' children...

ptocity for you, for your noblo actions
and kinr'ly deeds uo tiuio forfalsehood
for slander, to injure another, to neglect
to hato. We will havo to keep busy to
pay back fur nil tho good that has come
to us. We may begin it In school, liven
now, yes even good for evil nnd so fulfill
Iho law of that life which was the truest
and fullest of alllivos Jesus Christ.

Keelpro:ity puts life, thought, energy
nud action into the multitudes aud makes
iho world leap rejoicing aloi.."; the path of
agii. Heciprocity clears tLo way; its
thoughts become tangible, moving, de
molishing forces, that break down and
cruh nil opposing barriers, open a path
wny to progress into which oven tho slug.
ish and timid portion of humanity may
travel m safety.

It thinks, moves, acts and makes itself
felt iu the world. Should a thought como
toouc ils possession is ono of breadth
andcompas.4, ; it doosnot center on self
and its narrow world. It reaches r.wny
and embraces others 11 has a wide range
nud docs not nlop till it touches nnd of'
feels for the good and interest of all.

Tho thoughts of Mich men arOnot inv
mobilcithey become acting, living reali
lies iu Iho wido and busy world j they
make out of these thoughts actualities
and give them a local habitation and name
There is not a more honorable or more
useful member of society than iho man
who lias reciprocity, as his guido. Heel
procity is not like law, mcdiclno. ordivln
Ity; it flourishes by multitudes and gives
employment to nil professions, ttq evident
Men iiow much wo owe to tho reclproci
ly of our land and how greatly wo de
pend upon its possessors for our means,
both hi social progrehsnnd even religious
effort, lleciproeity is not only n motive
power responsible agent In llg whole
economy. Iho goddess of wisdom has
riches in her right ltand and honor and
long llfuin her left, but Bhoniust ho woo
ed and won if her dowry be obtained.
She smi os upou tho beggar boy ns wel'
ns the iii'jnureli; gives a place to each;
ill thler collcrs with shining gold: spread

out before them broad fields and whispers
''Tlicso nrc thine." Heciprocity does the
same, Jt is comductcd upon a broad
scale It demands the exercise of that wld
comprehensive vision nquislto Cor tho
operation of a chief minister or a general
whoyo plans of campaign cover half a
continent.

Tho human lifo may well bo compared
to a race comse, in which n counttoss
number of persons are contending for a
priso. Tho aged havo nearly finished,
iho young have just commenced, Tho
priseMt before them is,'succos3,''l!igin
in a reciprocal WTiy and you will obtain
success. Yonng"fo!ks U)1 us what they
do, old folks what thoy have dono, idlers
what they intend to do, but we the class

-- jrrv...' i.Yuyjbnt Heciprocity Is the

Call anti! layers may win
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society, with books or in business, In
proportion to what wo bring to it, with
an ever Increasing ratio. Ten yeaas ago
iho class of iqoj entered Lincoln School
So strong, bright, chubby Utile urchins as
radiant with hopo and childish gleoat
eor wooded ihoir way to halls of learn
ing. Tho to per cent represented in tbo
graduating class brought enough
of energy, pluck, determination and intel
ligence to Lincoln school that bright'
September morning, iKgj, to climb up
thru the grades and plant our banner on
the summit of our high school cirriculuni.

We represent the average pf all who
begin life full op hopo and bright pros-

pects, only about io par cent succeed,
A look, n word, sign, a trilling accident

has changed the dourto of many n life; a
boulder frowning on the mountain's brow
Slnco the world was born (.uddenly awak-
ens from its sleep of centuries, goos mad
ly thundering down the mountain Into
the river at its base, Tho waters rise nnd
change their channel. A few dropiof tain
won tho batile ol Waterloo, when time
on lhat bloody night flow off tho mighty
field, of Main veterans In lliuir eternal
sleep, Napoleou turned his glass and lop'
his flight Wehnvobuii changed by h
word. Buoyant of hoart nnd blithe ol
step, wo march from conquest to victoy,
from effort to success under n banner
boiring this inscription; ' Reciprocity."
Stnng with desire for knowledge, we
shall often bo found poring over hooks
nnd perchanco burning the midnight
oil. Heciprcclty is that part of n fireslda
education which should bo mado famil-
iar by pr.tcticu nud over regarded as
being n couud mind iu n sound body,
Teach it as n point of dnty, n priuciplo of
true pleasure, the basis of real happiness
and the correct wny to succoss,

Katharine Betora Guy.

Whltolnw Roid on tho Higher
Education of Women.

WhiteJaw Kcld discusses the in-

fluence of nn ebucatcd womanhood
before the Phi Beta Kappa society,
o( Vassar College, an institution de-

voted to the higher education of wo
men, thus;

Ouibide thoimmtdlale and inestimable
ofleot on the family, the conservative
power of educated women naturally wilt
fchow its influence on social life. They
surely will help to chock its degradation.
Thoy .certainly will correct iho pwvaloat
vicious conception of its real scope.
From this degrading conception comes
the constant craze for newspaper public-
ity nnd every other form of publicity.

If tho conduct of the inner
circles of society hni seemed to Jusllfy
this brazen uproar at their g"tej,
luuchgrcnler tho demand for.theconser-va(Iv- o

Inlliionca and tho real refinemeof
that cpmes from tho high training of su-

perior women. When higher Jdeals do
.return, tho powerful influence ol educ,

Nromfln &llrlv urill ii.mv n.v.
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